
  

A Sacred Sacrificial Investment! 
By Jim Wooley 

 Let me begin by making this statement: Jesus is the sacrifice that ends all 
sacrifices! I have heard the word “sacrifice” thrown around in the church all of my life 
without any real biblical definition given to it. Tragically, this has led to an Old 
Covenant understanding in the body of Christ that has kept many a believer on the 
treadmill of religious performance where activity is confused with substance. I believe 
that a true biblical New Covenant understanding of sacrifice will set the believer free 
to follow and serve their King with joy while avoiding the trap of the long “to do” lists 
of Old Covenant styled obligations which only lead to spiritual failure and burnout.  
To make it simple - so we can keep it short - the cross is the dividing line between the 
Old Sinai law-based Covenant and the New Covenant.  

 The Old Covenant (OC) is based on obedience to the law while the New 
Covenant (NC) is based on the obedience of faith. Actually, the OC demands faith 
while the NC supplies faith. The OC is a matter of one’s behavior while the NC is a 
matter of one’s birth. In the OC one is living for the blessing while in the NC one is 
living from the blessing. The OC encourages us to “try harder” and “do more” while 
the NC invites to rest in His faithfulness and depend on His indwelling Presence. This 
comparison could go on and on for quite some time. What I hope you see is the vast 
difference between these two covenants...and the vastly different way one lives under 
the OC compared to the way one lives under the NC.  

 Sacrifice in the OC is mostly linked to disobedience and is something required 
to be done in order to regain good standing with God. (Isn’t it odd that in the modern 
church we link sacrifice to obedience as a means of maintaining good standing with 
God...which actually leads us to the same place of Jesus plus this/that.) Don’t pass this 
by too quickly...the OC understanding went something like this - you must sacrifice to 
live in God’s favor! Do you know how many times I have heard this kind of logic in the 
church? We usually hear it in one of two ways: 1) As a word of condemnation - “You 
aren’t doing enough...praying enough...reading your Bible enough...giving 
enough...witnessing enough...; and, 2) as a word of challenge to do more... give up 



more...love more...pray more...sacrifice more...(as though these things improve your 
standing with God by defining your relationship with Him by what you give up). A 
quick reading of Hebrews will reveal how flawed this logic is the OC priests work 
were never done so they were always standing, but when Jesus had made the 
ultimate, never to be repeated or replaced sacrifice for sins, He sat down because it 
was a finished work. This leads me to ask one question: looking over these common 
rebukes and admonitions, who is it calling you to ultimately depend on...Jesus or 
yourself? There is your savior, practically speaking.  

While the OC is based on an if/then proposition - IF I do this, THEN God will do that. 
The NC operates on a because/therefore proposition - BECAUSE Jesus died, 
THEREFORE I can be forgiven (hint: Jesus is always the BECAUSE). And this is why, I 
believe, Jesus tells us that it is impossible to fit the New Wine of the NC into the old 
wineskins of the OC...it can only lead ultimately to disaster. When will we start taking 
this seriously?  

In the NC we depend on a finished work that can never be improved on or amended. 
This is a covenant that was cut between the Father and the Son...a covenant made 
with only One Man but with all men in mind. In Christ we are already deeply loved, 
completely forgiven, fully pleasing, totally accepted and absolutely complete. There is 
nothing else we can add to this... again, Jesus is the sacrifice that ends all sacrifices!  
But doesn’t the NC talk about sacrifices? Great question...yes it does, but never as a 
means to live in God’s favor but always as a response to His favor in our lives and 
always in light of Christ’s finished work. For instance in Romans 12:1 we are told to 
“present our bodies as a living sacrifice to God” but this is to be understood in light of 
Romans 6 where we see that we have already died, been buried and raised with 
Christ and then are told several times - as those who are dead to sin and alive to God 
in Christ Jesus (v. 11) - to present the members of our bodies to Him based on that 
finished work.  

Hebrews 13:15 speaks of “the sacrifice of praise to God” and then in 16 “to do good 
and to communicate forget not, for with such sacrifices God is well please.” The writer 
of Hebrews has just finished showing to Jewish believers how Jesus is the sacrifice 
that ends all sacrifices and then tells them that their response of praise, doing good 
(sharing the favor of God in their lives) and living their lives in light of the finished 
work are pleasing to the Fathers heart.  
1 Peter 2:5 speaks of us believers as “lively stones...a spiritual house, an holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” This is a 
verse concerning our identity and the simple expressions of our faith in light of Christ 
finished work.  



Bottom line, in the NC sacrificing is no longer necessary because Jesus paid it all. 
However, even though we are not required to sacrifice we will in response to His 
finished work begin to live sacrificially.  

Confusing? Let me explain it with two common examples.  

Farming. If you watch the many wonderful, hard-working farmers that surround us 
you will notice them making “sacrifices” of time and seed. It takes much time to 
prepare and maintain the fields for their crops, and in the sowing of their seeds into 
those fields it requires them to let go. In a sense they are sacrificing the seed they 
sow by letting go of their control of it. Now, do they “sacrifice” this seed in order to 
prove how spiritual they are or to improve their standing in society? Of course not! 
What looks like a sacrifice is really an investment...they know that what they let go of 
will grow into a harvest. Whether the farmer will admit it or not, they are partnering 
with God to feed the world!  

Marriage. Let’s say you were considering marriage and I was giving you counsel so 
you could make a wise decision. i tell you, “Marriage is sacrifice! And you better wrap 
your mind around this...it’s hard work, joyless days, a a lot of duty followed by a lack 
of appreciation, there is also misunderstandings and long, loud conversations...you’ve 
also got to die to yourself and become nothing....” Sound appealing?  
What if I described my marriage to you based on all the dreams and plans and money 
I have given up? Think you’d be interested?  
If I speak to you of “sacrifice” in my marriage what I am really speaking of is a lack of 
intimacy. Are there dreams I have put on hold or laid down? Yes. Would I call them 
sacrifices? Never. You see, I have laid down dreams and plans that I would really love 
to do because I have been captured by a greater affection...the love I have for my 
wife. Laying down a lesser affection is not a sacrifice, it is an honor!  
Is it easy? Of course not. Marriage does take effort...but if you can keep your heart 
pure, it is the effort birthed out of intimacy. It will reveal your selfishness and 
weaknesses but that is only an opportunity to humble yourself, adjust and grow.  
    
Our desire for each of you is that leadership in Chi Alpha would not be based on 
“sacrifice,” but on a greater affection. That you would see this as an opportunity to 
partner with God in reaching the world through the investment of your time, 
transparency and heart into those around you. Marriage depends on the commitment 
of a loving heart to work. No quick fixes, but the long game. Reaching the world is the 
same...what you sow in love now will always bring a harvest for His glory months 
(maybe years) from now!  



Is it easy? No. 
Rewarding? Without a doubt!  


